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THANK YOU to all who have recently given me stories and pictures of your 
GLGRR Goldens!  It’s wonderful that I received more updates than I can 
include in one issue.  It’s also unfortunate that I received more articles 
than I can include in one issue of our newsletter, so be watching for them 
in the upcoming issues. 
 
For those of you who are receiving our newsletter for the first time, wel-
come!  We recently began working with an electronic communications pro-
vider that allows us to connect with y’all on a more regular basis.  If you 
have a story to share about your GLGRR Golden , please send it to me.
(Including pictures is a nice bonus.) 
 
Enjoy your newsletter! 
 

Marilyn Duke, Editor 

Jack was adopted 

by the Mercer 

family in January 

2012.  Cindy Eck-

hart was his fos-

ter mom. 

Dan reports… 

“He was almost 

three at the time of his adoption.  

Having lived in a kennel out in a 

barn, he had a LOT to adjust to as 

a house dog.   

He and our other Golden boy, 

Sparty (who 

was one and 

half at the 

time), were in-

stantly great 

pals.  They have 

both been won-

derful for each 

other.   

Jack has really come a 

long way.  When we 

brought him home, he 

wouldn’t play with toys, 

chase a ball, or make a 

sound … he was very nerv-

ous.  He has now turned 

into the typical Golden 

Retriever you’d expect him to be. 

Jack and Sparty love to chase 

each 

other 

around 

the yard 

and 

wrestle, 

but they 

still cud-

dle up next to each other on their 

bed.   

In the pictures, Jack has the 

lighter coat.” 

What’s happening with Jack? 

Editor’s note... 
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Chronic immune stimulation – your 

dog’s immune system is in a chronic 

state of 

being 

stimu-

lated.  

Antibodies 

are being 

produced 

in high 

amounts, 

which can 

lead to 

tissue damage and pain in the eyes, 

kidneys, blood vessels, and joints. 

Caval syndrome – so many worms 

(usually around 100) are present 

that the entire right side of the 

heart is filled with worms.  They 

are even stretching out into the 

large veins that go into the right 

side of the heart.  While there 

may have been no signs of heart 

problems, death can occur in just 1

-2 days.  The only way to treat if it 

is this bad is for your veterinary 

surgeon to go into your dog’s jugu-

lar vein and physically remove the 

worms.  If she is able to re-

establish blood flow, your dog may 

survive. 

The good news – most dogs that are 

heartworm positive can be successfully 

treated.  The sooner it is detected, the 

greater the likelihood of successful 

treatment with less complications.  For 

a dog with advanced heartworm disease 

and other complicating factors, treat-

ment may not be an option. 

The bad news – the treatment is nei-

ther simple nor safe in that harsh arse-

nic-based drugs are being injected deep 

into the dog’s lower back muscle to kill 

the adult worms (which typically re-

quires the dog being hospitalized during 
(Continued on page 3) 

Your Golden, who loves to run after and 

return those tennis balls, all of a sud-

den doesn’t seem to have much desire – 

or the energy – to run after that ball 

you’ve just thrown.  Maybe she’s cough-

ing quite a bit.  Oh wait, there’s actually 

some blood that he just coughed up.  

You rush him to your veterinarian who 

examines your dog, runs some tests and 

then he tells you your best friend is 

heartworm positive.  Wait… when de-

tected early, many dogs actually demon-

strate no noticeable signs. 

How did that happen?  Dogs with heart-

worm are located throughout the U.S. 

(as well as other countries).  Regardless 

of age, gender, living conditions, locale, 

all dogs are potentially heartworm posi-

tive.  When a mosquito bites a dog that 

is heartworm positive, it picks up the 

baby heartworm (L1 microfilariae).  The 

larvae mature in the mosquito during 

the next 10 to 14 days.  The microfi-

lariae have to go through a mosquito 

before they can mature to adult heart-

worms.  Then, when the mosquito bites 

another dog, it transmits the mature 

heartworm larvae in a drop of mosquito 

spit next to the bite.  (Ooh, gross!) If 

the humidity is such so that the saliva 

doesn’t immediately dry up, the larvae 

swim through the bite into the dog’s 

system.  It spends 50-60 days develop-

ing into L4 (i.e., the fourth stage of 

larvae) and then lives for three  to four 

months in the dog’s body until it 

reaches the L5 stage.  At this point it 

is in the heart and out through the 

pulmonary arteries.  The subsequent 

offspring (microfilariae) are then re-

leased into the dog’s blood stream.   

It is usually very difficult to see any 

early signs of the infection.  If your 

dog has a low number of adult worms or 

your dog doesn’t exercise much, he may 

not show any signs of this disease.  

Even when no symptoms are present, 

the worms are affecting some of your 

dog’s major organs.  As the disease 

progresses, your dog may begin cough-

ing.  If left untreated, it will typically 

lead to decreased tolerance for exer-

cise, increased coughing, and abnormal 

sounds in the lungs.  In the later 

stages, your dog may experience intol-

erance of exercise, increased coughing, 

abnormal lung sounds, enlargement of 

the liver, loss of appetite, accumulation 

of fluid in the abdomen, abnormal heart 

sounds, and death. 

To determine if your dog is heartworm 

positive, your veterinarian will complete 

a physical examination, usually including 

a heartworm test (blood test).  He may 

also do x-rays and/or an ultrasound to 

determine the level of infection and 

the presence of microfilariae – thus 

determining the prognosis and treat-

ment plan.  Since most heartworm tests 

check for microfilariae or adult worm 

proteins, it will take five to seven 

months from the point of exposure to 

getting a valid heartworm test result.   

So, how often should your dog be 

tested?  It’s been suggested that the 

best approach is to simply test your 

dog annually, thus minimizing your dog’s 

risk.  

Why is heartworm so bad?  Just con-

sider what it does to your dog… 

Pulmonary arteries – within just a 

few days, the arteries’ lining be-

comes damaged.  While the body 

sends immune system cells to the 

area, the worms are usually too 

large for these cells to destroy.  

Aneurysms and blood clots result.  

Blood flow is interrupted and fluid 

begins to accumulate in the dog’s 

lungs.  

Heart failure – since the arteries 

are now plugged with worms, the 

heart has to work much harder to 

pump the blood.  As worms begin 

backing up into the heart, the 

pumping chamber has less space.  

To get the oxygen demanded by 

the body, the heart has to pump 

even harder.   

The Heartbreak of Heartworm 
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Heartworm (continued from page 2) 

Declare war on mosquitoes in your yard 

creates carbon dioxide.) 

Place the funnel part – 

upside down – into the 

other half of the bottle.  

Wrap the bottle with 

something black (minus 

the top) and put wherever 

you wish to trap and kill 

mosquitoes. 

 

Thanks, Wendy Mickle, 

for sharing. 

Make your own mosquito trap at 
home. This picture shows how 
many mosquitoes it can kill in a 
week’s time. 
Items needed: 

 200 ml  (or 0.85 cups) wa-

ter 

 50 grams (1.6 ounces) of 

brown sugar 

 1 gram (approximately 0.03 

ounces) of yeast 

 A 2 liter plastic bottle 

 

Cut the plastic bottle 

in half.  Set the neck 

portion  aside tempo-

rarily. 

Mix brown sugar with 

hot water.  Let cool.  

When cold, pour the 

mixture into the bot-

tom half of the bot-

tle.  Add the yeast.  

(No need to mix.  It 

other parasites will make your home 

safer and healthier. 

But, okay, if you don’t want to give your 

dog the heartworm prevention year 

round, how do you know when to start 

and stop?  The simple answer is – “ask 

your veterinarian”.   

Before beginning the prevention, your 

dog should be tested to ensure 

he is heartworm negative. 

 

References: 

www.heartwormsociety.org/pet-

owner-resources/canine-

heartworm.html 

www.veterinarypartner.com 

(Preventing Heartworm Infection 

in Dogs) 

www.veterinarypartner.com 

(Diagnosis of Heartworm Dis-

ease) 

www.veterinarypartner.com (Heartworm 

Prevention Comparison) 

www.veterinarypartner.com (Heartworm 

Treatment) 

www.veterinarypartner.com (Heartworm: 

The Parasite) 

www.veterinarypartner.com (What Hap-

pens in Heartworm Disease; Brooks, 

Wendy C.) 

 

 

the drug’s administration).  Your dog 

will usually experience pain to the level 

that pain medication may be needed.  

Even petting your dog where the injec-

tion occurred may be so painful that 

she is sorely tempted to bite. (Pun in-

tended)  Microfilariae will be treated 

separately – usually 30 days after the 

last adult heartworm treatment has 

been administered.  (Treatment plans 

may vary.)  Again, the dog needs to 

stay at the hospital during the injec-

tions.  During the course of treat-

ment (usually 60 to 90 days), the dog 

must be kept relatively inactive so 

that as the worms die and break off, 

they are relatively easily absorbed 

through the dog’s system.  Your dog’s 

heart needs to rest during this pe-

riod.  If the dog is not kept quiet, 

the dead worms could break off in 

chunks and lead to blood clots, aneu-

risms, seizures, and death. 

Usually after a dog has gone through 

the heartworm treatment, your veteri-

narian will suggest running another 

heartworm test on your dog six months 

later.  This helps to ensure that all the 

heartworms were killed during the 

treatment.   

The best news – it’s preventable.  Yes, 

heartworm can be treated.  However, 

the pretreatment tests, the proce-

dures, the follow-up, etc. are costly 

(typically estimated to be between 

$750 to $1,300 and more).  The ex-

pense of prevention medication will 

depend upon factors such as the prod-

uct selected and the weight of your 

dog, but typically will range between 

$10-20 per month.  Note:  The cost 

of one treatment would cover at least 

three years of prevention—not even 

considering your emotional costs and 

your dog’s physiological costs as she 

undergoes the treatment! 

The best approach is to prevent the 

infection of your dog in the first 

place.  You might choose a monthly 

tablet, a monthly topical, or even a six-

month injection.  Most veterinarians 

(and GLGRR, too), as well as the Ameri-

can Heartworm Society, recommend 

year-round prevention – even if you 

don’t think you have mosquitoes during 

several months of the year.  Most of 

the monthly tablets also include 

treatments for intestinal parasites.  

Some of the parasites (e.g., round-

worm) can be transmitted to humans; 

treating your dog all year long with a 

heartworm prevention which also treats 

 It’s much simpler and 

safer to give your dog 

year-round protection. 

Keep your prevention on schedule—whether you give your 

dog his pill on the 1st of the month, the last Saturday of 

the month, whatever day you select.  Why?  It’s not like a 

vaccine that protects from future exposure.  The pills basi-

cally kill microfilariae introduced to your dog over the past 

30 days.  If a dog is re-exposed within  a week after their 

last heartworm pill and if the next dose is delayed 

(forgotten) such that it is eight weeks between pills, your 

dog may go on to develop a mature heartworm infection 

despite subsequent doses of prevention.  This is because 

the medication only kills the new immature microfilariae.  

Bottom line:  stay on schedule.  

http://www.heartwormsociety.org/pet-owner-resources/canine-heartworm.html
http://www.heartwormsociety.org/pet-owner-resources/canine-heartworm.html
http://www.heartwormsociety.org/pet-owner-resources/canine-heartworm.html
http://www.veterinarypartner.com/
http://www.veterinarypartner.com/
http://www.veterinarypartner.com/
http://www.veterinarypartner.com/
http://www.veterinarypartner.com/
http://www.veterinarypartner.com/


Do you wish to remember those who have gone before us?  We’ll 

include memorials to any of our Goldens who have passed on.  To 

have your Golden included, please send the name of your Golden, 

year of birth (if known), year of death, your name, and a few 

words of tribute to Marilyn Duke. If you have an electronic picture 

of your Golden (e.g., digital, scanned as a jpeg, etc.), please include 

that as well. 

In this issue of Golden Opportunities, we are paying tribute to 

three GLGRR hospice Goldens who have crossed over the rainbow 

bridge within the last few months.  What leads GLGRR to desig-

nate a dog as hospice?  Typically, the Golden has some condition 

(usually physical) that would make adoption difficult for that dog; 

however, it is not sufficient to make putting the Golden down as 

the best option for him or her.  When a Golden is in hospice with 

GLGRR, they are living in their foster home as though they’ve been 

adopted by them.  However, GLGRR continues to cover their vet-

erinary expenses.  So, join with me as we remember our dogs… 

[Note:  you may want to grab a box of tissues before read-

ing these tributes.] 

 

Bailey  

“Originally we were asked to foster Bailey in October 2011. His previ-

ous owner contacted the rescue as she was losing her home in a few 

months, and she needed to make the decision to give up Bailey since 

she would not be able to keep him. The owner went back and forth 

with her decision until just before Christmas as clearly this was a 

heartbreaking decision for her to make. Bailey came into our lives the 

day after Christmas and when he walked through our 

front door I remember thinking that he was the big-

gest Golden Retriever I had ever seen. He wasn't just 

a little bit over weight. He weighed 140 pounds, which 

is twice the size of my average-sized golden girl. When 

I asked questions about his size, the response was that 

she spoiled him rotten because she loved him so much. 

We very quickly learned what that meant. For the first 

several days, Bailey would lay on his bed and whine very 

loudly and bark a very high pitched shrill bark at us. It 

turns out he was used to his food and water being served to him on his 

bed. If he wanted water, he barked. If he wanted food, he barked. 

Apparently the only time he left his 'throne' was to go outside to go 

potty. It didn't take too long for him to realize that if he wanted to 

(Continued on page 5) 

Hank’s story 
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In memory of those beloved Goldens who’ve gone before us... 

Golden.  

He has 

made our 

lives—

including 

Dooley’s—

much fuller.  

We don’t 

know what to do without him.  We have 

never had two dogs before, and probably 

will never be without a pair from here on 

out.  Rescuing will also become a first 

choice for us as opposed to being so ap-

prehensive about it. 

Thanks to all who helped Hank find Paul 

and me!” 

Ann & Paul Burns (and Dooley & Hank, too) 

“Hank is our 

Golden that we 

were fortunate 

enough to find 

and give him a 

forever home.  

Paul and I had 

been looking for 

a brother for Dooley (our other 2-year-

old Golden) on and off for half a year.  

We were somewhat hesitant to ‘rescue’ a 

dog, not knowing the background they 

came from.  We received a call from a 

friend who knew about an exceptional 

Golden—that we ‘needed to see.’  We took 

Dooley and went to meet Hank. 

He was special.  

Dooley liked him 

a lot, and all the 

feelings we had 

were positive.  

After three more 

visits (with Doo-

ley along as well), 

we decided to 

take the plunge.  Well, after much trepi-

dation and worrying, our decision was the 

right one. 

The joy Hank brings us only grows.  

Dooley is happy to have Hank 

around, too.  Dooley is a happier, 

better, calmer dog since we got 

Hank. 

What a pleasure it is to watch 

Hank get comfortable with us, 

trust us, and know he has found his home.  

It is wonderful to see the HAPPY, SILLY, 

GOOFY Golden personality come out of 

Hank—week by week, month by month. 

Hank loves to be outside, loves to wrestle 

with his brother, and loves to run down 

the trails every weekend.  He puts smiles 

on our faces, watching him out the 

kitchen window running in the yard—for 

no reason other than being a happy, happy 

“...Rescuing will also 

become a first 

choice for us as 

opposed to being so 

apprehensive about 

it.” 

mailto:m.duke@wmich.edu?subject=GLGRR%20Memorial
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eat, he would have to get up off his bed and go to where the food 

dish was. 

Bailey very quickly became a beloved member of our family, and he 

fit in very well. He had such a fun-loving personality and always had 

that Golden smile on his face. As he started to lose a few pounds it 

became obvious that he had a large growth on his stomach.  He had a 

fatty tumor near his stomach that would become a bigger issue the 

more weight he lost.  (At this point, he was probably down 10 

pounds.) Knowing that he still had about 30 more pounds to go, we 

decided surgery was the right route. He had a lot of complications 

and ended up having 3 surgeries total as he battled a bad infection, 

and he just was not healing as he normally should have. It was at this 

point that we were asked if we would consider keeping Bailey as a 

hospice foster considering everything he had been through and the 

challenges he had faced and overcome. Without hesitation, I agreed 

to keep him as our forever foster as we all absolutely adored him and 

we loved having him in our family. He had earned an affectionate 

nickname, Tubba, while with us. 

There was so many things that Bailey did that made us all laugh and 

smile on a daily basis. I don’t think I have to say that he loved to eat, 

but he enjoyed every bite of his reduced calorie kibble and green 

beans. But it was what he did after each meal that brought a smile to 

your face. He would always run to our bedroom and throw himself on 

the floor and rub around on the carpet and rub his sides along the 

side of our bed. We referred to this as him “making Tubba angels.” 

He would still lay on his bed and bark and whine at you if he felt that 

you should sit with him or if he wasn’t getting all of your attention. 

He had lost 40 pounds while we had him, so he loved going on walks 

and was very happy when we were stopped by kids asking if they 

could pet him. He would just hold his head high and let everyone give 

him some love. 

When Bailey fell ill, it happened very quickly and I 

brought him to the vet within 2 days of his onset 

of symptoms.  (It happened over the weekend.)  He 

had a form of cancer in his spleen, liver and stom-

ach, and it was time to cross him over to end his 

pain and suffering. We knew we would face the 

inevitable at some point when we decided to keep 

Bailey as our forever foster, but this came as such 

a surprise to us. We thought that we had gotten him past all the bad 

stuff and would have more time with him.  I sat with him for about 

20 minutes and told him what a good boy he was and all the reasons 

why I loved him and what I was going to miss the most about him. He 

laid there with his head in my lap the whole time just staring at me, 

almost as if telling me that it would be okay. I sat there with him for 

about 15 minutes afterwards; I just wasn't ready  to leave him yet 

and say goodbye. Bailey was our 10th foster dog, and while I have 

enjoyed all of the dogs that we have had in our home, he touched my 

heart the most. I felt a very close connection to him, and I loved him 

with all my heart. It took quite a while to adjust to life without him, 

and I still miss the big guy but I take comfort knowing that the last 

year of his life was amazing. He was healthier, he was more social-

ized, he was more independent and he was loved. Bailey will forever 

remain in our hearts as he touched all of our lives on many levels. “ 

Brandi Levy 

Whiskey 

“What can I say about Whiskey?  He was a poor, misbegotten dog 

who spent his life tied to a tree outside of a trailer.  He had no wa-

ter or food unless the neighbors supplied it.  

When his fur started falling out and his skin 

started turning black, the neighbors called 

Animal Control.   He was pulled from the 

owner, and came to us Memorial Day weekend 

2009—when all the vets offices were closed.  

We had no idea if the skin condition was 

from mange or some other infectious dis-

ease.  We kept him in a huge crate in the garage with a fan running 

during the night and outside with us during the 

day.  He never strayed from the beginning. 

On the Tuesday after Memorial Day, we were 

told much of his skin problem was due to his 

nutritional deficiency.  He also had a badly-

infected mouth requiring the removal of many 

teeth, nasty eye infections requiring surgery, 

and, of course, ear infections.  But we had loved him from that very 

first day, and he returned that love unconditionally. 

He loved his house, his playmates, and most of all, Joe and me.  He had 

so many recurring issues that he was placed 

on the hospice list a year after he arrived. 

Whiskey was a gentle soul and that showed in 

his interactions with everyone and every 

animal.  He respected the chickens and the 

goats as much as his sister and brother 

(Cassie and Kilo).  He was grateful every 

single day for the life he had here; he was dignified, loyal, and a con-

stant companion whether you were gardening, throwing a ball, or just 

reading a book. 

Every time he received a treat or was fed, he would pause as if to say 

‘this is for me?’  He never recognized how truly special he was, but we 

did, and always treated him as if we were the 

lucky ones.   

He deserved, like so many dogs, to have a much 

longer life.  He was diagnosed August 22, 2012 

with a rapidly-advancing cancer and gone in the 

space of one weekend.  As we stayed with him, I 

told him he was the very best rescue dog ever, 

and he was perfect in every way.  I know of all the 

dogs I have loved and who have loved me, that 

Whiskey will be the one waiting to greet me at those pearly gates—

healthy and whole, wagging that tail and smiling that shy smile. 

Whiskey’s death was awful for me, and obviously I haven’t recovered 

yet, but, as with all of us, I would do it again in a heartbeat just for 

the honor of being loved by such a wonderful dog.” 

Wendy Mickle 

Yeager 

“We don’t know much about Yeager’s life before he came to GLGRR.  

He was found wandering around a farm in northern Michigan and 

turned over to Animal Control as a stray.  He was rescued by us in 

February 2011.  He first appeared on our adoption roster February 

23, 2011.  He was estimated to be around 11 years old. 

Eight months later, he was still on the roster with no interest being 

expressed in him.  Then one day he decided to eat a stuffed toy—

which led to emergency surgery to remove it from his abdomen.  

(Continued on page 6) 

Tributes (continued from page 4) 
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Nancy Peters 

Lori Rivette; Swartz Creek 

Matthew & Lori Rivette; Swartz Creek 

James Robertson; Sterling Heights 

Andrew & Annie Rodgers 

Anita & David Roth 

Emil Safford; Central Lake 

Janice & J. Sanchez 

David & Patricia Schneider; Cadillac 

Timothy Siegel 

Christine Silvenis 

Sisters of St. Joseph 1118 

Dianna Stephens 

Kathleen Stump; Mendon 

Joseph Thorstenson; Nowalk, CT 

Gregory & Melanie Thorwall; West Olive 

Paul Topp 

Jeffrey Miller & Margot Van Dis; Indianapo-

lis, IN 

Marianne & Frank Vanwulfen; Lake Orion (in 

memory of Nehi) 

Theodore & Margaret Vermeulen; Caledonia 

Randy & Pamela Walker; Kalamazoo 

Lindsay Warren; Royal Oak 

Brian Whitfield; Attica 

Robert & Patricia Whitman; Rockford 

Janet Wilde; Hastings 

Brenda Wolfgram; Greenfield, WI 

James & Carol Wright 

Timothy & Diane Zielinski; Lapeer 

UPAWS (Upper Peninsula Animal Welfare 

Shelter, Inc.); Marquette (for Trixie’s ex-

penses) 
 

Thanks to all the donors who help us continue 

to meet the needs of our rescued Goldens! 

Donations to GLGRR have been received 

from: 
Abby Allen; Oxford 

Leigh & Candace Allen; Burt Lake 

Kim Ballard; Kalamazoo (for Gracie’s ex-

penses) 

V. K. & Susan Bardins 

Theresa & Lee Baynard 

Duane & Karen Becknell; Farmington Hills 

Paul & Thomas Belco; Plainwell 

John & Virginia Bird; Kalamazoo 

Theresa Bond; Allegan (for Gracie’s ex-

penses) 

Stephen Girod & David Bouma; Macatawa 

Douglas & Janet Brautigam 

John Britt; Trenton 

Michele Britt 

Robert & Elizabeth Britton 

Robin Buchler; Paw Paw 

Ann Marie & Paul Burns 

Lenise Banse & Brian Cheatham 

Gina & Dave Coopersmith; Howell 

Mary Ann Hocking & Dennis Davidson; Muske-

gon 

Elizabeth DeJongh; Holland 

John & Dawn Demler; Niles 

Paul & Janet Devereux 

Ronald & Luann DeVries 

Marilyn Duke; Portage 

Stacey Elcoate 

Glenn Ennis; Schoolcraft 

Marc & Michelle Fakler; Kalamazoo 

John Fiegen; Beaver Island 

Shawn & Greg Fields; Kalamazoo 

Steven & Mary Fox; Lawton 

Elaine Goon; Northville 

Debra Grimm; Plymouth 

Kevin & Kathryn Hansz; Cheboygan 

Karen Haug; Berkley 

Frederick & Karin Heathcock; Onaway 

Ginger Hentz; Battle Creek 

John & Joan Hines; Portage 

Craig Coccia & Kellie Holmstrom; Marquette 

William & Kelley Holzwarth; Ada 

Jerry Houts 

David & Linda Jerling; Bull Shoals, AR 

Arthur & Rita Kelsey; Drummond Island 

Craig Klucina; Chicago, IL 

Paul & Leigh Konwinski; Harrison Township 

Derek & Melissa Kristofice 

Quinton & Patricia Kuebler; Petoskey 

John & Jane Kundel; Chase 

Claudia Gannon & Floyd Limbeck; Grand 

Rapids 

Michael Link 

Helen Luegge; Marcellus 

Janice Mann; East Grand Rapids 

Dean & Mary Manning 

Terrie Matthes; Coloma 

Helen McCauslin; Three Rivers (for Gracie’s 

expenses) 

Pamela McDonnell; Grand Rapids 

Mark Rothman & Amanda McMullen; Petos-

key 

Patricia Meurer; Grandville 

Frederick & Barbara Mintz; Ann Arbor 

Shelley Mitchell; Cheboygan 

Mark & Cindy Morley; Midland 

Brooke Oliver-Hempenstall 

C. Pawlowicz 

Tammy & Edward Pearson; Grand Rapids 

Thomas Pecott 

Cynthia Pelkey 

Thank you 

Based on his health issues (canine dementia, some hip 

dysplasia, recovering from surgery, some loss of hear-

ing and sight), he became a hospice foster and moved 

to southwest Michigan. 

He was a bit unsure what was happening when he came 

to my house, but you could tell he was full of love  As he was recovering 

from his surgery, he developed an abscess  within his abdomen and had an 

allergic reaction to the type of stitches that were used following his 

surgery.  So, we made another emergency visit to the 

veterinarian.  This time, when he came home, he had 

some additional adornment—the e-collar, just to be 

safe.  Even with all of his challenges, he was quite the 

escape artist.  One evening I returned home and as 

the garage door was going up, out trots Yeager.  He 

had gotten the door open between the kitchen and 

the garage and decided to explore.  Another day he 

managed to get out the locked front exterior door 

(yes, I’d left the inside door open so the dogs and cat 

could enjoy the sun shining in).  He was discovered a few blocks away—

wearing his cone, smiling and wagging his tail, oblivious to his surround-

ings. 

He was fascinated with my cat and kept trying to get him to play with 

him.  He would give my cat nose nudges, lick his fur, anything to get Thor 

to acknowledge him.  Yeager ‘s favorite way to play with his foster sib-

lings was to play fight/wrestle.  It was so amusing to watch Yeager (with 

his dysplasia) and another foster dog recovering from FHO surgery 

lying on the floor facing each other play fighting with their heads 

and front paws. 

One day in November 2012, he didn’t come to greet me when I re-

turned home.  When I called his name, he whimpered.   He couldn’t 

get up.  After I helped him up, he had a hard time walking and refused 

to put any weight on one of his back legs.  His veterinarian determined 

that he had probably torn his ACL and probably his 

meniscus as well.  Given his dementia, he probably 

would not have survived the surgery; if he made it 

through the surgery, his recovery would be long and 

painful because of his dysplasia.  While it was truly 

the best thing for him (and one of the hardest things 

for me), we decided that it was time to let him go.  I 

know that he is now in heaven where my former 

Golden met him, showed him the comfiest clouds, 

introduced him to the dogs that love to wrestle, told him where God 

hides the treats… and he’ll run and greet me when I join him. 

He left with the dignity that he deserved.  He also took a big chunk of 

my heart with him that no other dog will ever be able to fill.  As hard as 

it was to say goodbye, I know that the last year of his life was probably 

the best year of his life.  He was a wonderful Golden, and I am honored 

to have opened my home and heart to him.” 

Marilyn Duke 
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steal each other’s treats just like any two 

dogs would do.  If you didn’t know it, you 

would not be able to tell they’re related.  

Emma follows Lucy everywhere she goes.  

I bet it was the other way around for 

many years, though. 

I have to admit that I would not have 

taken Emma alone because of her age.  

But, of course, now that we have gotten 

to know her, we’re so glad to have her.  

She has taught me to not exclude senior 

dogs as 

adop-

tion 

candi-

dates in 

the 

future.  

The 

best 

unex-

pected 

pleasure in this whole experience has 

been watching her slowly come out of her 

shell to reveal her sweet, funny personal-

ity.  It took months, but it was a joy to 

witness and a very good feeling to know 

she finally feels at home again. 

I think it is safe to say that every person 

and pet involved in this adoption is grate-

ful to GLGRR and to Allie.  The adoption 

was somewhat unconventional, but Allie 

wanted the best for Lucy and Emma.  We 

appreciate being afforded some flexibil-

ity so that we could move Lucy & Emma 

straight from the vet to their forever 

home.  They have done more to heal our 

family than anything or anybody else 

could!” 

Judy Jernigan 

“When my husband passed away unexpectedly 

last spring, I somehow knew right away that 

I could not keep our beautiful, sweet German 

Shepherd.  We had Sonny for almost three 

years, and he bonded with my husband in the 

most intense way.  Even though he was our 

family dog, his heart belonged to his daddy.  

He was lost without him.  I waited a month to 

make sure I was making the right decision 

and then took the time to find a new home 

for him that was even better than the one he 

had with us.  He went to a couple who were 

preparing to say goodbye to their elderly 

German Shepherd and he has helped them 

greatly. 

When I was ready to find another dog last 

August, I knew I wanted to rescue and I was 

hoping to find either a Golden or a Golden 

mix.  We had two Goldens during our 23-year

-marriage, and we loved the breed.  As soon 

as I saw Lucy’s picture on the Petfinder web-

site, I knew she was the one.  I called the 

humane society in Michigan where she had 

been surren-

dered right 

away, but 

they told me 

I was too 

late.  The 

Great Lakes 

Golden Re-

triever Res-

cue had 

already spo-

ken for Lucy and her mother.  I contacted 

GLGRR by email, and Allie Medendorp was 

kind enough to get back to me right away.  

She instructed me to complete an application.  

Allie contacted our vet and promptly called 

me for the phone interview. 

It turned out that the older dog had some 

health problems, and so both dogs stayed at 

the vet for five days.  During that time, 

Allie kept me informed of their progress 

and made sure I knew that if I wanted 

Lucy that I had to take her mom Emma, 

too.  That was fine with me, but I live 

with my mother and grown son so I had to 

make sure everybody was on board with 

having two large dogs, one of which was 7 

and the other 13 years old.  My son had 

some apprehension at first.  He couldn’t 

understand why I would want to adopt a 

dog that was surely going to die soon 

after just losing my husband.  I explained 

that it is not as much about us getting a 

dog as it was about giving Emma a happy 

home for as long as possible. 

Because GLGRR did not have a foster 

open to care for Lucy and Emma, with 

Allie’s help, we ironed out the details and 

my mother and I drove to Michigan to 

meet the girls.  It was love at first sight.  

Emma still had some health issues, but we 

continued her treatment with our local 

vet and she is just fine now.  We were all 

excited and nervous when we brought 

them home.  We didn’t know under what 

conditions they had lived or how well they 

had been socialized.  Did they have man-

ners?  How would they react to the two 

cats?  Were they barkers?  Would they 

dig?  Turns out we had nothing to worry 

about.  They are both extremely well 

behaved.  The only training issue we had 

was with Lucy on a leash.  She was a 

puller.  Other than that, they are per-

fect. 

When we knew we were getting a 

mother/daughter team, I kind of devel-

oped a fairytale, Disney-movie image in 

my head of how they would be together.  

Wrong!  They are two dogs sharing the 

same house, and they fight and play and 

Two times the love and joy! 

Coming home: The joys of rescue adoption 

ing, and so she came home with us. 

We have always believed that love, good 

food, love, positive training, love, good vet-

ting, love are the secrets to a good adop-

tion.  Not knowing what Allie’s past experi-

ences had been, we introduced her to a 

(Continued on page 8) 

“Allie came home with us on December 18, 

2011.  She has been with us for 14 months 

and has come into her own.   

When Allie came to us, we had been looking 

for a dog with a strong personality to be a 

companion to us and our Golden, Jolt.  When 

Jolt met Allie at Cindy Higley’s foster 

home, they got along very well.  Jolt tends 

to be an Alpha 

wanna-be and we 

wanted a compan-

ion who was agree-

able but not extra 

submissive.  They 

got along very well 

for a first meet-



Coming home (continued from page 7) 

Allie is a happy and healthy little girl 

hiding her age.  Her ear problems have 

cleared up very well, now she loves having 

her ears rubbed.  Her thyroid issues are 

under control with medication.  She is 

slim and trim, her coat has grown back, 

and her tail never stops wagging!  She now 

sports a full golden coat, and loves to 

have her silky tummy rubbed. 

Allie is a joyful addition to our household, 

and we feel she is happy with us.  Thank 

you, GLGRR!” 

Karen & Duane Becknell 

 

household filled with lots of love, some 

strict behavior expectations, and a consis-

tent routine.  When Allie arrived she was a 

little chunky (85 

pounds) had some 

touchy ears, and 

had just been 

evaluated with 

thyroid problems 

by her foster’s 

vet, so a visit to 

our vet was set 

up for the same 

week we brought 

her home. 

 Allie is soooooo 

smart.  She 

learned the 

routines quickly 

and fit into our 

household eas-

ily.  She is a 

great compan-

ion for us and 

for Jolt.  They 

play together 

every morning, 

and we play with 

them both every 

evening.  Observ-

ing her, she has 

the energy of a 5

-year-old rather 

than the age the 

former owners 

listed (10 years).  

She dances 

around the house 

now that she has 

come down to 

her expected 

weight (63 lbs), 

bounces like a 

puppy, is constantly busy checking 

things out, and always has a smile on 

her cute little face.  AND she has 

learned new vocabulary: she knows 

“mail” and goes with Duane to check 

because that means a car ride; she 

knows “carrot” because that means 

“playtime”; she knows “switch” because 

that means she will go to the other per-

son in the play time activity; she also 

knows “field-trip” because that is 

Duane’s title for a car ride. 

iGive.com! Now when you do your online shop-

ping (like at PetsMart or even Amazon) you 

can help GLGRR FOR FREE!  Click here to 

sign up for you iGive account- follow the 

instructions and when you are using sup-

ported websites to make purchases they will 

donate a percentage of your purchase to 

GLGRR!  

Remember, it’s free and it helps GLGRR! 

In just the first two week of our Flower Power 

Fundraiser we raised $451! We are just $49 

short of our goal. Can you help us not only meet 

but exceed our goal of $500 before the fund-

raiser ends on April 26? Share, share, share! 

Email and Facebook 

are excellent ways to 

spread the word and 

help Goldens like 

Blue and Foxy who 

came to us on Easter 

Sunday with two other Goldens … and are all 

heartworm positive. Remember: an anonymous 

donor has agreed to match all donations, so it’s 

like 100% of the proceeds benefit GLGRR! 

http://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/

i/t/362707/A1T4cW8qwAR9 

One more exciting piece of news… Great 

Lakes Golden Retriever Rescue is now on 

Fundraiser update 

Mission Statement:  Our goal is to save unwanted, neglected, and abandoned Golden Retrievers.  We provide safe and 

loving foster homes until a stable, healthy home can be found.  We also provide the Goldens in our care with food, 

medical attention, and, most of all, compassion.  We also promote responsible pet ownership through education. 

Website: 

greatlakesgoldens.org 

Join us on Facebook!  Simply search for:  

Great Lakes Golden Retriever Rescue. 

Great Lakes Golden Retriever Rescue 

P.O. Box 1455 

Grand Rapids, MI  49501 

Phone: 616.336.1707 

E-mail: alliekay333@yahoo.com 

Great  Lakes Go lden  

Retr i e ver  Rescue  

http://www.igive.com/welcome/lp5/wr19.cfm?c=64104&m=886819&jltest=1
http://www.igive.com/welcome/lp5/wr19.cfm?c=64104&m=886819&jltest=1
http://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/i/t/362707/A1T4cW8qwAR9
http://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/i/t/362707/A1T4cW8qwAR9
http://greatlakesgoldens.org
mailto:alliekay333@yahoo.com?subject=Inquiry

